THE WORK OF ART AND THE SPECTATOR 


fried could not be given in which the motif of Siegfried 
is always played by the piccolo solo but it does mean 
that a performance of Wagner's Siegfried that is wholly 
orthodox except for the fact that the motif of Siegfried 
is always played by the piccolo solo is a performance 

of Siegfried in which the components of that work of art 
have been emphasized in ways that were not intended by 
Wagner and therefore to perform Wagner's Siegfried in 
that manner is not to perform Wagner's Siegfried/to read 
Sweeney Among the Nightingales of T. S. Eliot in an edi- 
tion in which the forty lines of that poem have been 
grouped into two strophes of fifteen lines each and one 
strophe of ten lines or to read that poem in an edition 
in which an editor has arbitrarily added six commas say 
to that text is not to read Sweeney Among the Nightin- 
gales of T. S. Eliot/a performance of Shakespeare's A 
Midsummer Night's Dream in which some to Puck's lines 
are performed by Oberon say is not a valid performance 
of Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream/to contem- 
plate a black and white photographic reproduction of 

say North River of Ellsworth Kelly (1959, oil on canvas, 
6'6" X 70", Collection Ellsworth Kelly) is to contem- 
plate a reproduction of an autonomous-aesthetic phenom- 
enon in which the components have been emphasized/de- 
emphasized in ways that they are not emphasized/de-em- 
phasized in the original oil painting and therefore to 
contemplate a black and white photographic reproduction 
of North River of Ellsworth Kelly is not to contemplate 
that work of art/to contemplate an etching such as Prison 
Interior of Giovanni Battista Piranesi (c. 1745, Carceri 
Series, 21 1/4" X 16", The Weyhe Gallery, NY) to which 

a watercolor wash has been applied is not to contemplate 
Prison Interior of Giovanni Battista Piranesi/to read 
Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World by 


all of the transitive verbs say are printed in capital 
letters is to read an edition of Swift's work in which 
some of the components have been emphasized/de-emphasized 
in ways that were not intended by Swift and therefore to 
read that work in that edition is not to read Swift's 
Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World by 
Lemuel Gulliver. 

arrange the components of a work of art or (2) empha- 
size/de-emphasize the components of a work of art--in 
which the components have not been re-arranged--in ways 
that were not intended by the creator of that work of 

art without distorting not only on a presentational level 
but also on a representational level that work of art. 





